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shape, without shoulders, and was the sort that he had often
said he desired; second, the fact that his coffin was closed
down very soon after his death, and no one was permitted
to see his body, not even his sister, Mrs* Dickinson* There
is a purely physical explanation of this* He was in a very
high fever when he died, and had to be closed in his coffin
almost at once* Dr* Jowers, who attended him, certified the
cause of death to be " rheumatic fever with hyperpyrexia, or
what is popularly known as excessively high temperature
and failure of the heart's action*" Some of his colleagues
had intended to have a cast taken of his features, but the
intention could not be fulfilled because of the rapid change
which had taken place in his body*

VI

Ireland was stunned by his death* A darkness fell upon
Irish hearts, and a cry of sorrow broke from Irish lips* In
that moment even Tim Healy was silent, though he was not
silent long* One searches through old and yellowing news-
papers, whose folds are thin and worn, for signs of that grief,
and sees how quickly the heart of Ireland poured itself out
into poems that, though they were of varying quality, were
unvarying in their love*

O, but our Chief, our Love, there's no returning,

No words can make you come*
Not all our wringing hands, our useless mourning,

Our anger fierce and dumb*

They drove you to your death, through a long passion

Of agony and pain*
The cup you drank was brimmed by your own nation,

And who shall cleanse the stain ?
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